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The  number  of  sows  farrowed  and  intended  to  farrow  in  the  spring  of  1958 
(December  through  May)  for  10  of  the  Corn  Belt  States  is  6  percent  larger  than 
in  the  spring  of  1957,  according  to  the  Crop  Reporting  Board.    The  5,  702,  000 
sows  farrowing  for  the  10  States  (Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota, 
Iowa,  Missouri,  South  Dakota,  Nebraska,  and  Kansas)  compares  with  the  re- 
vised estimate  of  5,  404,  000  sows  farrowed  during  the  same  period  in  195  7. 
The  March  1  survey  indicates  about  the  same  percentage  increase  for  the  spring 
season  as  reported  in  December.    Farmers  in  Ohio  report  2  percent  less  sows 
for  1958  spring  farrow  than  a  year  earlier,  while  the  other  States  show  increases 
ranging  from  3  percent  in  Indiana  to  14  percent  in  Nebraska.    An  increase  of  6 
percent  is  indicated  in  Illinois,  8  percent  in  Wisconsin,  6  percent  in  Minnesota, 
4  percent  in  Iowa,  6  percent  in  Missouri,  12  percent  in  South  Dakota,  and  11 
percent  in  Kansas. 

For  the  10  States  included  in  this  report,  the  estimate  of  1957  spring  sows 
was  revised  at  this  time  on  the  basis  of  marketings  and  other  check  data  which 
have  become  available  since  December.    The  revised  10  State  totals  are, 
5,  404,  000  sows  farrowed  and  38,  993,  000  pigs  saved.    The  1957  spring  crop 
for  the  U.  S.  is  now  estimated  at  7,  283,  000  sows  farrowed  and  51,  849,  000 
pigs  saved,  down  5  percent  and  3  percent    respectively  from  the  1956  spring 
crop. 

Sows  farrowed  during  December,  January,  and  February  totaled  1,  809,  000 
head,  15  percent  more  than  the  1,  568,  000  head  farrowed  during  the  same  3 
months  a  year  earlier,  and  68  percent  more  than  the  10-year  average  of 
1,  079,  000  head.    Farmers'  reports  indicate  that  the  number  of  sows  farrowed 
in  each  of  the  3  months  was  up  from  a  year  earlier,  with  the  greatest  increases 
shown  in  the  relatively  light  farrowing  months  of  December  and  January. 
This  year's  December  through  February  sows  represent  32  percent  of  the  total 
expected  spring  sows  (December  through  May)  which  compares  with  29  percent 
ot  the  total  in  1957  and  with  17  percent  for  the  10-year  average.    This  continues 
the  trend  in  recent  years  to  earlier  farrowings.    Sows  bred  and  intended  for 
farrow  in  March,  April,  and  May  this  year  total  3,  893,  000  head,  1  percent 
more  than  the  3,  836,  000  head  farrowed  in  1957,  but  24  percent  less  than  the 
average  for  this  period. 

Reported  breeding  intentions  indicate  2,  268,  000  sows  to  farrow  during 
the  1958  summer  quarter  (June  through  August).    This  would  be  an  increase 
of  13  percent  or  255,  000  head  from  the  2,  013,  000  that  farrowed  during  the 
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Hogs  and  pigs:     Number  on  farms  "by  classes  March  1,  Selected  Corn  Belt  States 
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same  period  a  year  earlier.    .All  Ctates  show  increases,  ranging  from  4  percent 
in  Missouri  to  39  percent  in  Kansas.    Iowa,  Illinois,  and  Indiana,  the  major  pro- 
ducing Ctates  for  this  period,   show  increases  of  15  percent,  18  percent,  and  10 
percent  respectively. 

The  number  of  all  hogs  and  pigs  on  farms  March  I,  1958,  in  the  9  States  for 
which  comparable  data  are  available  (Nebraska  excluded)  totaled  35,  516,  000  head, 
6  percent  more  than  a  year  earlier  and  4  percent  more  than  the  34,  310,  000  head 
on  farms  on  March  1,  1956.    All  Ttates,  except  Chio,  show  more  hogs  and  pigs  on 
farms  this  March  than  a  year  earlier.    Hogs  six  months  old  and  over  totaled 
11,  C44,  000  head,  5  percent  more  than  the    11,325,  000  head  a  year  earlier.  The 
number  under  6  months  of  age  was  6  percent  more  than  last  March,  with  an 
increase  of  1  percent  in  the  3-6  months  age  group  and  12  percent  in  the  number 
of  pigs  under  3  months  old.    The  increase  in  number  of  pigs  under  3  months 
of  age  was  less  than  the  percentage  increase  in  sows  farrowed  during  December 
through  February,  indicating  a  litter  size  less  than  a  year  earlier  particularly 
in  Iowa  and  the  Eastern  Corn  Belt.    The  12,  090,  000  pigs  under  3  months  of  age 
on  farms  March  1  accounted  for  34  percent  of  all  hogs,  compared  with  10,  840,  000 
head  a  year  earlier  or  32  percent  of  the  total  hogs.    Pigs  3-6  months  of  age 
totaled  11,  582,  000    head,  compared  with  11,  446,  000  head  a  year  earlier. 

The  report  for  these  10  States  is  made  possible  by  matching  funds  provided 
jointly  by  Ttate  agencies  and  the  United  Ctates  Department  of  Agriculture  under 
provision  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Act  of  1946. 

Note:    Revised  estimates  of  the  number  of  sows  fai  rowed  during 
the  1957  spring  season  for  the  10  States  in  the  quarterly  program 
are  shown  in  this  report.    Pevised  estimates  of  the  number  of 
pigs  saved  for  these  ftates  will  be  included  in  the  report  entitled 
"Meat  Animals  -  Farm  Production,  Disposition  and  Income  1956-57" 
scheduled  for  release  on  April  29,  1958.    Estimates  for  the  remain- 
ing 38  r'tates  will  be  reviewed  and  rt vis ed  if  neces sary,  in  connection 
with  the  Pig  Crop  Report  scheduled  for  release  June  20,  1958. 


Penalty  for  private  use  to  avoid 
payment  of  postage  $300. 


-  4  - 


